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The Merry lfiues ofWindfor. 


Woman, commend me to her, 1 will not faile her. 

Qui. Why, ycu fay well : But 1 haue another mcflcn- 
ger to your warfhip : Miftreffc Page hath her hcartic 
commendations to you to : and let mee tell you in your 
eare,fhecVasfartuousaciuill modeft wife, and one (I 
tell you ) that will not miffe you morning nor cuening 
prayer, a s any is in mndfor, who ere bee the other ; and 
fheebade me tell your worfhip, that her husband is fel- 
dome from home, but fhe hopes there will come a time. 
I neuet knew a woman fodoatc vponaman ; furelyl 
thinks you haue charmes,la : yes in truth. 

Fal, Not I, I aflure thee ; letting the attradHon of my 
gC/od parts afide, I haue no other charmes. 
JQm. Bleflingon your heart for'c. 
FaL But I pray thee tell me this : has Fords wife, and 
Pages wife acquainted each other, how they loue me ? 

Qui. That were a icft indeed : they haue not fo little 
grace I hope,that were a tricke indeed : ButMiftrisPdg* 
would defire you to lend her your little Page of al loucs: 
her husband has a maruel]ousinfe6lio to the little Page : 
and truely Mafter Page is an honeft man : neucr a wife in 
Wind for Iczdcs a better life then flic do's: doe what (hec 
will, fay what {he will, cake all,pay all, goc to bed when 
(he lift, rife when (he lift, all is as (he will : and truly flie 
defcrues it ; for if there be a kinde women in Wwdforfoz 
is one : y ou muft fend her your Page,no remedie. 
FaL Why, I will. 

Qu. Nay, but doe fo then , and looke you, hee may 
come and goc betwecne you both : and in 3ny cafe haue 
a nay- word, that you may know one anothers minde, 
and the Boy neuer neede to vnderftand any thing ; for 
'tis not good that children (hould know any wickednes : 
oldc folkes you know, haue difcretion, as they fay , and 
know the world. 

F al. Farethec/well , commend mee to them both : 
there's my purfe , I am yet thy debter : Boy, goc along 
with this woman, this newes diftrads me. 

Pifi. ThisPiinckeisoneof Cupids Carriers, 
Clap on more failes,purfuc : vp with your fights : 
Giue fire : (he is my prize, or Ocean whclme them all. 

FaL Saiftthou fo(old/rfd^)gothy waies: lie make 
more of thy oldc body then I haue done : will they yet 
looke after thee ? wilt thou after the cxpcncc of fo much 
moncy,be now a gainer ? good Body, I thanke thee : let 
them tey 'tis groflcly done, fo it bee fairclydonc, no 
matter. 

'Bar. Sit Iohnjft\tx€s one Mafter Broome below would 
faine fpeake with you,and be acquainted with you ; and 
hath fent your worfhip a mornings draught of Sacke. 

FaL Broome is his name t 

Bar. I Sir. 

FaL Call him in : fuch *Broomes are welcome to mee , 
that ore'flowes fuch liquor: ah ha,Miftreffe Fordznd Mi- 
ftrefTePdg*, haue I encompafs'dyouPgocto,™*. 

Ford. 'Blcffeyoufir. 

FaL And you fir : would you fpeake with mc? 

Ford. I make bold, to prefle, with fo little prepara- 
tion vpon you. 

FaL You'r welcome, what's your will ?giqje vs Icaue 
Drawer. 

Ford. Sir, lama Gentleman that haue fpent much, 
my name is Broome. 

FaL Good Mafter£r**iw,I defire more acquaintance 
of yoih 

Ford. Good Sir hbn 9 1 fuc for yours motto charge 
you, for I muft let you vnderftand, Ithinkcmyfclfc in 


better plight for a Lender, then you are : the whid7h^v 
fomcthing emboldncd me to this vnfeafon'd intrufi 0 
for they fay, if money goe before , all waies dock 
open. ™ 
FaL Money is a good Souldier (Sir J and will on. 
Ford. Troth, and I haue a bag of money hceretro 
blcs me ; if you will helpe to bearc it (Sir Iohn) take al? " 
or halfefTor cafing me of the catriage. * 
FaL Sir, I know not howl may deferuc tobecyou 
Porter. * 

Ford. I will tell you fir , ifvou will giue mee the hca 
ring. 

FaL Speake (good Mafter Broome) I ftiall begladto 
bcyourSeruant. 

/ Ford. Sir,IheareyouareaScholler: (Iwillbebricfc 
with you) and you haue been a man long knowne to n* 
though I had neucr fo good means as defire, to make my 
fclfc acquainted with you. I fhall difcouer a thing t J 
you, wherein I muft very much lay open mineowneim. 
pcrfe&ion : but (good Sir Iohn) as you haue one eye vp. 
on my follies, as you heare them vnfolded,turne another 
into the Regifter ofyour owne, that Imay paflc witha 
reproofe the caficr, fith you your felfc know how eafieit 
is to be fuch an offender, 

FaL Very well Sir, proceed. 

Fori. There is a Gentlewoman in this To wnc, her 
husbands name h Ford. 
FaL Well Sir. 

Ford. I haue long lon'd her, and I proteft to you, be 
flowed much on her: followed her with a doatiftgoiL 
fcroance : Ingrofs'd opportunities to mecte hei : fcVdc 
uery flight occafiofc that could but mgardly giue mee 
fight of her f not only bought many preients to gii e her, 
but haue giucn largely to many, to know what {foe 
would haue giucn : briefly , I Iulc purl u'd her, as Loue 
hathpurfued mee, which hathbeeneon the wing of |B 
occafions: but whatfoeucrl haue merited, cither in my 
minde,or in my meanes.meede I am fure I haue i c;n. d 
none, vnlefl'e Experience be a Ic well, that I haue purcha- 
fed at an infinite rate, and that hath taught mce to fay 
this, 

Loue li\e aftadow flies jpehen fubfiance Loue purfues } 
Purfuing that that flies, and flying what purfues. 

FaL Haue you rcceiu'd no promife of fatisfa&ionat 
her hands? 
Ford. Neucr. 

FaL Haue you importun'd her to fuch a purpefe ? 
Ford. Neuer. 

FaL Of what qualitie was your loue then ? 
Ford. Like a fair houfe,built on another mans ground, 
fo that I haue loft my edifice , by miftaking the place, 
where I cre&ed it. 

Fal. To what purpofe haue you vnfolded this torn! 
For. When I haue told you that,I haue told you all: 
Some fay,that though flic appeare honeft to mee, yet in 
other places fliee enlargetb her mirth fo farrc, that there 
is ftucwd conftrudtton made of her. Now (Sir Adhere 
is the heart of my purpofe : you area gentleman of ex- 
cellent breeding , admirable difcourfe, of great admit- 
tance, authenticke in your place and perfon, generally 
allow'd for your many wanlike, court-like, and learned 
preparations. 
Fal. OSir. 

Ford. Belecueit, for you know it : there is money, 
fpend it , fpend ic , (pend more j fpend all I haue, onely 
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^^fomuch ofyour time in eochangc ot it, as to lay 
f n amiable fiege to the honcfty of this Fords wife : We 
JourArtofwooingswinhertoconfenttoyou : if any 

man may , you may as foonc as any. 

FaL Would i apply well to the vehemency of your 
affeaion that I ftiould win what you would enjoy ? Me. 
thinkesyouprefenbe toyourfelfc very r prepoftcroufly. 
Vo, vnderftand my drift : flic dwells lofecurelv 
on the excellency other honor, that the folly of my fedc 
dares not prefene it fclfe : (hec is coo bright to be look d 
acainft. Now, could I come to her witn any detection 
in my hand ; my defires had inftance and argument to 
commend themfelues 3 I could driue her then horn the 
ward of her purity, her reputation, her marriage-vow, 
andathoufandotherher defences, which now are top- 
?oo ftrongly embactaild againft me : what fay you too't, 

FaL Mafter Broome, I will fir ft make bold with your 
mooey: next, giue mcc your hand : and ia(v, as I am a 
aenrleman.you fhall, if you will, enioy Fords wife. 
° Ford. Ogood Sir. 

FaL I % you (hall. 

Ford. Want no money (Sir Iobn)yow fhall want none. 

FaL Want no TUtJhejfe Ford(^Uiiev Broody on (hall 
want none: I fhall be with her (i may tell you) by her 
owne appointment, euen as you came in to me , her aifi- 
ftant,or goe-becwccne,partcd from me : I fay I (hall be 
with her betwecne ten and el euen : for at that time the 
iealious-rafcally-knaue her husband will be forth : come 
you to me a: night, you fhall know how I fpc#J. 

Ford. 1 am blcft in your acquaintance : do yoa know 
FordSir} 

FaL Hang him ( poore Cuckoldly knaue) I know 
him not : yet I wrong him to cali him pcqre : 1 hey lay 
theiealous wittolly-kg^ue hath maffesof mopcy , for 
the which his wife fecmes to me well-fauourd : I will vfe 
her as the key of the Cuckoldly-rogues Coffer, & ther's 
myharueft-homc r - 

Ford. I would you knew Ford 3 ht, that you might a- 
uoid htm,if you faw him. 

Fal. Hanghim,mechanicall.falt-buttcr roguc 5 1 wil 
ftarehim out of his wits : 1 will awe. him with my cud- 
gell : it fhall hang like a Meteor ore the Cuckolds horn-:: 
}Aii\ct c Broime y thou fhalt kn6w, I will predominate o- 
ucr the pezant, and thou fhalt lye with his wife. Come 
to me foone at night ; Ford's a knaue , and I will aggra- 
uatc his (Vile : thou (Mafter Broome ) (hale know him for 
knaucjand Cuckold, Come to me foone at night. 

Ford. What a damivd Epicurian-Rafcal! is this ?.my 
heart is ready:to cracke with impatience : who faics this 
isimprouidentiealoiificf my wife hath fentio him , the 
howreis.fixt, the match is made : would any man haue 
thdught thib ? fee the hell of hauing a falie woman : my 
bed fhall be abus'd, my Coffers ranfack'd, my reputati- 
on gnawnc at,and I fhall not onely receiue this viilanous 
wrong, , but ftand vnder the adoption of abhominable 
termed ajid-Jby him that docs mee this wrong : Termes, 
names : Amaimon founds well : Lucifer, well : Barba[on % 
well t yet they afc Diuels.addition^ihf.namcs of fiends: 
But Cuckold, Wittpll v Cuckold ?• chc Diuell himfelfc 
hath not fuch a name. Page is an Affe, a fecure Affe ; hec 
will truft hi* wife , hee wilj pot be iealous : I will rather 
WbiFlmmg withmy^utter , fyxfai-Jfvgh the ^Ve^ A 
man with my Cheefc,an Irijk-man withm.y.Aqua-vit^ 
bottle,ora r fh €C fcto walke my ambling gelding r thcn 
my wife with her fclfc. Then flic plot^cn (hec rum;. 


nates, then ftiee deuifes : and what they thinke in their 
hearts they may effect ; they will breake their hearts but 
they will effeft. Heauen beeprais'd for my ieaJoufie: 
eleucno'clocke the howre, I willprcucnt this, deteft 
my wife, bde reueng'd on Falflajfe, and laugh at Page. I 
will about it, better three houres too foone , then a my- 
nute tooffete : fie, fie, fie: Cuckold, Cuckold, Cuckold. 

Exti, 


Seem Tenia. 


Enter Cattu, Rugby* Page, Shahw> Slender % Hofi. 
Cains. IackeTtygbj. 
Rug. Sir. 

Caim. Vat is the clockc, fackj 
Rug. 'T is paft-thc howrc(Sir)that Sir Hugh promis'd 
to meet, 

Cai. By gar, he has fauc his foule,dat he is no-come: 
hee Ins pray his Pible well, dat he is no-comc ; by gar . 
{lackRugbj ) he is dead already, if he be come. 

Rug. Hec is wife Sir ; hec kncw r your worfl/ip would 
kill him if he came. 

Cai. By gar, de herring is no dead, foaslvill kill 
him: take your Rapier, (lacke) 1 v ill tell you how 1 vill 
kill him. 

Rug. Alas fir, I cannot fence. 

Cat. Villanie^ake your Rapier. 

Rv<t Forbearerhee/s company. 

Ho% ? Blc(retbcc,bully-Doaor. 

Sbd. *Saue you M r . Do& or Cains. 

Page. Now goodM r % Dodor. 

hlen. 'Giue you good-morrow, fir. 

Cairn. Vstbeall you one,two,tree,fowre,come for? 

Hoft. To fee thee fight,to fee thee foigne,to fee thee 
■ trauerfe, to fee thee heere, ro fee thcexhere, to fee thee 
pafie thy pun do, thy ftock,thy rcuerfe,thy diftance, thy 
montantrls he dead,my Ethiopian ? Is he dead,my Fran- 
cifco ? hafiully? what faics my EfcuUyius} myfialicnfmy 
heart of Elder ? ha ? is he dead bully-Stale? is he dead ? 

Can Ky gar ,hc is dc Coward-Iaek-Prkft of dewrld: 
he is not fhow his face. 

Hofi. Thou art a Caftalion king-Vrinall.: HcBor~of' 
Greece{ytiy Boy) 

CaL I pray you bcare witnefle, - that me haue ftay, 
fixe or feuen, two tree howres for hup, and hee iiiio- 
cowe. ) . . onti^vciql 

; Sb.tL He is the wifer man (M.Do£lo)rhe is a cur.ee of . 
f0ules,and you a curer of bodies: ifyou (hould fight,you 
goe againft the haire ofyour profeffions : is it .pot true , 
Wl%[\czVage} 

Page. Mafter Shallow ; you haue your felfebcenc a 
great fighter , though now a man of peace. 

Sbal. Body-kins M. Page, though I now be old,and 
of the peace ; if I fee a fwordout, my finger itches to 
make one /though wee are Iuftices, andDoftors, and 
Church-mcn (M . Tage) wee haue fome.falt of our yoitf h 
in vs^ we arc the fons of women (M.Page.) 

Page. 'Tis true, M r . Shallow. 

Shot* It wil be found fo,(M. M.Doclor G?;^ 
I am come to fetch you home : I am fworn of the .peaces, 
you haue fihow'd your felfe a wife Phyfician , and S,r 
Hugh bach (howne hirnfelfc z wife and patient Church- 
man : y<H* ojuft goe with mc, M»Do£lor. 
Hofi. Par- 


